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Dear Heidi  
 
The future of airport capacity in London and the South East is now a subject of intense national 
debate. Over the course of the last year there have been inquiries held into the topic by a number of 
bodies, including the House of Commons Transport Select Committee and the London Assembly 
Transport Committee, and now the Airports Commission under Sir Howard Davies is working through 
the same issues under its remit from Government. 
 
At the heart of the debate lies the future of the UK’s largest airport, Heathrow. The airport operators 
themselves have submitted proposals to the Airports Commission laying out how Heathrow could 
double in size to become a four-runway airport. 
 
We are writing to express jointly our deep concern over these proposals. Heathrow is already the 
most noise-polluting airport in Europe by quite some margin. Its noise seriously degrades the lives of 
over 766,000 people, a figure which makes up 28 per cent of all those similarly affected by airport 
noise throughout Europe. It also contributes significantly to the very serious air pollution problems 
which London faces in terms of both CO2 and NOx emissions. 
 
It is primarily because of these significant impacts that the Mayor of London and the London 
Assembly continue to be unanimously opposed to Heathrow expansion in any form. The 
environmental catastrophe that the airport represents cannot be allowed to worsen. 
 
We hope that you, as a London MP, share that view, and we would greatly value your support in 
making this clear to both the Airports Commission and the Government. 
 
In particular, it would be helpful if you were to write to Sir Howard Davies to make him aware of the 
damaging effects Heathrow has on your constituents and the practical and political impossibility of 
expansion there. Sir Howard can be reached at: 
 
 Sir Howard Davies, 
 Airports Commission, 
 Sanctuary Buildings, 
 20, Great Smith Street, 
 London SW1P 3BT 
 
 
 

Ms Heidi Alexander MP 
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If you would like any further information then please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boris Johnson                                                                Darren Johnson AM 
Mayor of London                                                                 Chair of the London Assembly  
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